
MEETING OF THE TENNESSEEOffice, the Custom House and the BULLDOZINU MORTON.THE CHRONICLE n ieral debasement and corruption
must inevitably result. ,

A Letter by Postmaster General Key.
A special agent of the Post Office

Department recently appointed from
a Southern State by Postmaster
General Key having been assigned irale

BALL OF

Events in France Dissolution of the
Chamber

Our dispatches show in what
storm and heat of passion the con-
flict in France progresses. In the
history of no other nation can be!
found a parallel to the scene we
chronicle to-da- y. There was no
other logical sequence to the steps
hitherto taken by Marshal MacMa-
hon but the demand for the dissolu-
tion of the Chamber of Deputies.

On May 1G the Chamber was pro-
rogued because within the limits of
Parliamentary government that was
the only condition of safety for the
Ministry. If it is assumed that the
government is inspired by the will
of the majority, and a Ministry is
chosen that dots not command the
confidence of the representative
body and that, in fact, is notorious-
ly hostile to that body then the
Ministry cannot survive a single
vote, or, if it survives a vote, it must
do so in defiance of an opposing ma-
jority and through the Executive
taking the responsibility to set aside
the primary assumption as to the

SEPXNG O00BS!
SPRING GOODS!

We arc now ready and have in store a very large assort-
ment ot Spring Goods, consisting of
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Keady-Mad- o Clothing-- ,

HATS & CAPS, BOOTS & SHOES,

NOTIONS,
TRUNKS AND VALISES, &c, &c.

We will sell all leading brands in Bleached and Brown
Domestics at New York u-tor- prices, such as Lonsdale,
Fruit of the Loom, Wamsutta, etc., etc.

Best Calicos, choice styles, always on hand.
Our Ready-Mad-e Clothing Department is immense.

We keep a very large stock in Men's, Youths' and Boys'
Suits, and can lit anybody.

Suits from $4 00 up to $50 00 !

We keep an extra assortment of fine Cloth Coats, fine
Black Silk and White Vests, and Black Doeskin Bants,
for wedding purposes.

Also a large stock in Piece Goods, Black Cloths, Black
and Fancy Cassimeres, Cottonades and Jeans, Our Gents'
Furnishing Goods is complete. We have Laundried and
Unlaundried Shirts by the dozen. Gents' Linen Collars;
an extra large assortment in half hose. Ladies' Fancy
Neckties, Ladies' Silk Handkerchiefs, Collars and Culls,
Ladies' Fishues, Ladies' Lace Fishucs, Kuchings. We
have a very large stock of Hamburg Edgings and Jnsert-ing- s,

which we bought at a latr lmnknint, silo i;i Kew

His Eyes Partially Opened totkeTrne
State of Polities In Indiana. "

New York Sun.
Gen. Fred. Knefler, the newly ap

pointed Pension Agent, was serena-
ded by the Indianapol is Drum Cores
at his suburban homeon West Wash
ington street. About citizens.
among them Major Jonathan W.
Gordon, one of Indiana's leading at
torneys; Col. George V. Parker,
Gen. George F. McGinnis, the Hon.
John llanua, Congressman elect;

or Mitchell, a number of
Kneflnpr's old rmv oommdoj wrr
present and mrticipated in the
speech-makin- g and handshaking.
Hie General M as taken completely
by surprise, and told them that he
had nothing in the shape of refresh-
ments to set out, but as he didn't
want to appear inhospitable or un-
grateful, they might go down to the
fish pond and help themselves to
water cresses.

This appointment of Gen. Knefler
has created more excitement in the
community than any similar event
did, and it has been aterribly bitter
pill to Senator Morton, M ho at first
recommended the retention of Gen.
Buck Terrell. Congressman 1 lanna
is the law partner of Gen. Kneiler,
and he det ermined he should be ap-
pointed.

There was a stormy interview be-
tween Morton and llanna, in M hich
they almost came to blows, M hich
was ended by Hanna telling Morton
that if Knefler was not appointed.
he(Morton)should not have a single
vote from his Congressinal district
in the next election for United States
Senator, and he called on the Sena
tor to mark the prediction and wit
ness the verification when the time
came.

Morton has not been accustomed
to such talk, and after the first mo
ment of rage began to be alarmed.
He sent for several of his henchmen
and asked them to candidly tell him
the state of public feeling. They
admitted they had deceived him,
and belittled the opposition his dom
ineering course had excited in the
party. He sent for perhaps a score
of quiet Republicans, ami the sum
of their testimony caused the cold
sweat or apprehension to break out
all over him. The result has been
a complete back down, and the re-
commendation of Knefler. It M'as
bitter medicine, but he made the
best ot it, and swallowed it at a pulp

Judge Gresham of the United
States Court, John D. I lowland,
Mayor Gordon, and a few other
prominent anti-Morto- n men held a
private jubilee on receipt of the
news of Knefler s apiointnient.
Gen. Ben Harrison, though im
mersed in the practice of the law,
round tune tor a quiet laugh in his
sleeve at the discomfiture of the
Senator.

A telegram from Goshen, 111.
says : "A very singular lawsuit came
up m the Circuit Court to-da- y. Last
fall, several days after the Presiden
tial election, Isaac Ayres, of 1.1k- -

hart, offered to bet $100 that Tilden
and Hendricks had received a ma
jority of the electoral votes cast.
Several Ilenublican politicians ac
cepted the offer of Ayres, and James
P. Hunt, a dry goods merchant, was
appointed the stakeholder. Vv hen
the result of the election was de
clared by Congress, Hunt turned the
money over to the Itepublicans un
der protest, Ayres at the time de
claring that he M'ould sue him for
the money. Ayres sued Hunt in
Elkhart and Mas beaten, but ap
pealed the case to the Circuit Court,
M'hich came up before Judge Wotxls
and a jury this afternoon. The jury,
after hearing the testimony, return-
ed a verdict in favor of Ayres for
$100. This is the third case of the
kind that has occurred in the United
States, each one resulting the same
as this one did."

The Washington Daily Nation
changed hands Friday. The retir
ing editor in his valedictory says:
"We Mere regarded as rash in at-
tacking a man like Secretary Sher
man and urging his removal. 1 hat
we honestly believe his policy is
ruining the country, and not once
have we failed to speak plainly
when we believed the public inter
est demanded it. In regard to Mr.
Sherman, the seed we have sown is
bearing good fruit, and within four
months from this date he M ill have
ceased to be a member of Mr. Hayes'
Cabinet."

Sumxer Howard, United States
District Attorney of Utah, delivered
a lecture a night or two since, at his
home in Michigan, on the Mountain
Meadow Massacre. In the course
of the lecture he told his hearers
that he had lately come into the jhs-sessi- on

of evidence Mhich he be
lieved to be sufficient to prove Brig- -
ham Young the instigitor of that
memorable crime.

Hox. Daniel D. Pratt and ex-Se- n

ator John Pettit, of Indiana, died
ounuay. .Mr. rratt died at Ijogans- -
port, and Mr. Pettit at Lafayette.
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General

to duty which he finds quite ardu
ous and sometimes disagreeable, lias
written a letter to the department
in which he complains of the work
to which he is assigned. He speaks
in reference to his own State, where
he could be most useful to the Ad-
ministration and help his party
friends in bulling up an Adminis-
tration party, lie also, in a letter
to the chief special agent, expressed
his earnest desire that the matter
should be brought to the personal
attention of the 'Postmaster Gener-
al, believing that he would sustain
this view ot the case. Judge Key
replied in the following letter:

Post Office Department,
Washingtox, June 15. Mr. ,
Special Agent Dear Sir: Mr. Park-
er, Chief of Special Agents of this
department, has lianded me a latter
of yours, written to him, dated 10th
instant. You certainly labor under
a serious misapprehension in the be-

lief that it was my understanding
that you were to serve in your State
only. I should not deserve the po-
sition I hold M ere I to make that or
a similar understanding. Special
agents of the depredation branch of
service are charged with the import-
ant duty of detecting thieves and
rascals. A stranger is more likely
to succeed in his duty than one M ho
is well known. Hence our agents
must often be sent where they are
unknown, and mustgoandbe ready
to go anywhere and everywhere sis
the exigencies of the service de--
raana. They must often leave the
highways of travel and go into
mountains and territories, along
horseback and stage lines, traveling
night and day, in rain, sunshine and
storm, to detect and arrest offenders.
Not unfrequeiitly do our agents not
sleep one hour in twenty-fou- r. You
are alike mistaken in other matters.
Yon are appointed to organize and
build up an administration party in
your State or elsewhere. You M ere
appointed to do the work of the
Post Office Department. You serve
your party best by doing that work.
and I shall take great pleasure in re-
moving an agent and reducing the
force when I discover that he has
time to attend party organizations
and party discipline. We must
have no greater force than is neces
sary to do the post office work. I
can not and M'ill not eive snecial
privileges to any agent. If I give
you specific territory I must do so
for every other agent. I might as
well disband the force as do this,
Every agent must be a worker, lie
must not only be ready, but M illing
to go anywhere, in all sorts of
M'eather, on horseback or foot, if
need be, to do whatever work is
needed. Like a soldier, he must
obey orders, without complaint or
objection or criticism. Truly,

D. M. Key,
Posmaster General.

Governor Hampton iu New York.
New York, June 19. Governor

Hampton, of bouth CaroJ tna, arrived
in this city yesterday, and immedi
ately left for Ocean Grove, below
Long Branch, avoiding a company
of political friends who were a wait
ing him at the ISew lork hotel
He has two objects in view, it is
said, in visiting the north at this
time, lie will attend the anniver
sary of the Shields Guards at Au
burn, .New York, Wednesday, and
he M'ill also add to the occasion the
flag which Mras the ensign of the Pal
metto regiment in the Mexican war,
Then, it is said, he will visit New
lork long enouh to negotiate a tem-
porary loan, which the Hampton
legislature authorized, to meet the
expenses of the new South Carolina
government, until the treasury
should be replenished by the regular
tax levy. Governor Hampton is
not expected here until lhursday.

m.

Grant never led the sons of Ire
land to battle. He put them in the
front rank, to do the brunt ot the
fighting, because he knew they
would fight, and preferred to be
Miiere the fighting M as fiercest and
hottest ; but he never led them there

lie staid far behind ; out of reach
of the balls of the enemy. Thous-
ands of Irish soldiers fell, but never
a scratch did Grant receive. To
him all men, as soldiers, M ere, as
l alstatf says, "food for powder" and
he fed not led his troops Irish,
Germans, and all other to the
powder of the Confederates with a
prodigality Mhich has no parallel
in warfare. &m Francisco JJxa
ner.

The Clarksville Chronicle is right
when it says that Key is the Agent-in-chi- ef

of Hayes' bureau for the
corruption and bribery of Southern
men. Yes, and the time will come
when these thoughtless democrats
Mho are receiving office from Hayes
will call for the rocks and mountains
to hide them from their eternal
undoing. Young men of the South
shun Hayes and his methods as you
Mould a viper. Franklin lieview
and Journal.

Tobacco and

York, which we will sell at astonishingly low price. We
also have a large assortment in Ladies' and Gents' Kid
Gloves, all shades, colors and sizes. Wo ofler to the trade
a Black Kid Glove for ladies for the exceedingly low price
of oO cents. An immense stock of White Goods, Victoria
and Bishop Lawn, Jackoncts and Swiss, verv low. A line
assortment in Silk Parasols. Our own make in Ladies',
Misses' and Children's Shoes, Goat and Kid, always on
hand. Buying for several of my houses in very large
quantities for cash exclusively, I can sell cheaper than anv
other house this side of Cincinnati. Give me a call, is ail
I ask, and I assure the citizens of Clarksville, Montgomery
and adjoining counties that I will do what I say.' Don't
forget the place Liebcr's Trade Palace and call before
buying elsewhere. New Goods received daily per express.

ALEX. WF.II.I,, UVH. HAKKISON, v. W. A 11 KM., JIM AN .1.1 O.
Very Respectfully,
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FASHION !

B. Harrison's Old Stand.

COFFEE,

TEAS,

Orleans Molasses,

Federal Collector's offices. Let any
one who has given thought at all to
the theory of our government and
its practice in better days, study
the political action of two of our
beaureax alone, the Custom Houses
in New York and New Orleans, and
he will see plainly that our republi
can institutions and ideas are not
merely endangered by them, but al-

ready in a great measure superseded
by them ; that we have already a
centralized despotism founded and
built on the ruins of our old system
of local and that
if we are to have a republican gov
ernment hereafter it must be not
merely by guarding against the fu
ture, but by attacking vigorously
abuses already rampant and firmly
established.

Nor do we take a mere party view
of this matter. This enormous
abuse did not begin with the Re
publican party nor will it end with
it. It has, it is true, attained dimen
sions under the present regime nev
er dreamed of till the present day,
but the bureaucratic system was well
set on foot as early as the days of
General Jackson, when Marcy orig
inated the cry, "To the victors be-

long the spoils." It has been the
main stay of the Tammany organ
izations and has been deeply brand
ed with their iniquities, and the only
hope that it will not be used as free-
ly and unscrupulously by the Dem
ocratic party as it has been by the
Republicans will depend upon the
demolition of the whole machinery
itself by the vigorous intervention
of Congress with a trenchant and
sweeping measure of civil service
reform. We give full credit to the
efforts now being made by the Presi
dent in several administrative de-

partments, but the President him
self can do but little and that little
can be undone in a day ; moreover,
the President, if he be ever so sin
cere himself, is compelled to propl
tiate the party which voted for him,
and the great body of that party is
even now exasperated with him for
the amount of reformation he has
already effected ; it is Congress only
that can place reformation beyond
the reach of future Presidents to
undo. Nor will Congress itself
grapple with this work in earnest
unless impelled to that course by an
irresistible and ever wakeful public
opinion. To politicians unfortu
nately, of all parties, the working of
this bureaucratic machinery has ir-

resistible temptations, and unless
they be made to feel that it is the
people's will and unalterable deter-
mination that bureaucracy shall be
struck down and political action de
centralised, any party which may
obtain the executive powers of gov
ernment will very soon be found
sliding back into the old groves and
playing the old game of making
the people's servants the people's
masters.

THE PRESS ASSOCIATION.

We have to apologise for rather a
lame number this week as regards
the general contents of the paper.
Our time has been taken up not only
with attendance on the delibera-
tions of the Press Association, but
with carrying out those arrange-
ments for the comfort of our guests
which were essential to the charao
ter of our city for hospitality and
courtesy.

Even the records of the Associa-
tion itself will have, in a great part,
to stand over till next week, inas-
much as the most interesting part of
it hikes place after our hour of going
to press (11 o'clock a. m. on Friday
morning) and we are employed for
once in acting history rather than
writing it.

We will only say that we were
most agreeably surprised with the
dignity and orderly proceedings of
the society and the quiet and grave
demeanor of its members. A pro-
fane public persists in looking upon
the typographic fraternity as a rol-

licking whiskey drinking lot, with
more jollity than wisdom toqualifiy
their proceedings. Such a public
would have leen astonished to le-ho- ld

the solemn conclave which met
in the Academy hall last Thursday;
our reverend President himself can-

not have witnessed in Synod or con-

vention or convocation a more
decorous assemblage of "grave and
reverend seigniors" than joined in
those sublime conference. Flood
for instance of the Dover Record
with his majestic presence and im-

pressive manner suggested to us
nothing so distinctly as the idea of
a Hoarded Pasha of the first rank ;

Neal of the Dyersburg Gazette, a
severe and truculent Senator of
Rome during the severest period of
the early republic. In. Faxon
again, one of the deputies of the
Kentucky Association but every
one here knows well the stern gravi-
ty and severe dignity of the Faxon
family, comparable to nothing but
that of a Svnod of Presbyterian
elders of the days of John Knox.
We are really alarmed! we are
writing at an hour before the festiv-
ities come off, which have been pre
pared for our guest's at the South-
ern Hotel, and fear that the amuse-
ments we have designed for them
will bo disdained as puerilities, or
sternly condemned as frivolus vani-
ties. We shall know better next
time.

Sknatok Conkuxb, who lately nt
Washington four days, his 'ass-l- it

tor Kurow through the sulioriliimtes of
Ilie state us his relations with
Mr. Kviuts iireelulet iwrsonal intereonrse
with that K'tleiiian. It is said hv his
Intimate friends that liedid not ealliitthe
White House nor did he meet the President,
mid furt her that he has abstained entirely
from making recommendations of anv na-
ture in of persons w ho seek, presi-
dential favor. Kx.

Senator Conkling has gtxd reason
for quarreling with the executive.
The investigations in the New York
Custom House, and the wholesale
decapitations in that Department
have cut away the ground on which
the Senator was standing frightful-
ly. Six months ago the Custom
House was Conkling and Conkling
was the Custom I louse, but a new
king has arisen in Egypt who knows
not Israel, and Israel is gone off to
Europe in the sulks. Oh, Conk-
ling, leave us a lock of your hair,
some say that it is a wig but never
mind ! it will suffice.

Six Mollie Maguires were exe
cuted in Pennsylvania on Thursday
for murders committed in 1S70. The
execution passed of quietly, though
trouble was anticipated.

PRESS ASSOCIATION.

Our city has been in a state of ex
cited activity the last week prepar
ing for the visit of the Tennessee
Press Association, everybody desir-
ing to do something towards show-
ing respect to our guests and pro-
viding for their comfort and pleas
ure. TheSouthern Hotel, closed for
some months, lias been swept and
garnished under the auspices of
Capt. Crusman, Sam. Caldwell Esq.,
and their fellow committeemen,
with the vallued assistance of Mr.
and Mrs. W. R. Bringhurst, and
many a private residence has been
prepared for the hospitable recep-
tion of our visitors.

We shall be unable to give this
week a full account of the proceed-
ings, but, present what we can down
to Friday morning, reserving the
rest for our next week's paper.

The first arrival was that of Major
and Mrs. Bringhurst.

Mrs. Bringhurst is the poetess
laureate of the Association for this
year; she is the daughter of the
well known Gen. Sam. Houston of
Texas, a lady of great personal at-

traction and already well known for
many happy efforts in poetry.

Major Bringhnrst is Professor of
languages in the Military Institute
at Austin Texas, and a gentleman
of intellect, culture and taste, the
latter quality being specially mani-
fested in his selection of a bride.
They arrived on Wednesday morn-
ing and we deposited them in the
hospitable charge of Mr. and Mrs.
W. R. Bringhurst, with whom they
soon established kinship, and dis-

covered that they ought to have
been intimate friends for two or
three hundred years ; they are rap-
idly making up for lost time.

The Association was called to or-

der at 11 o'clock a. isi. Its proceed-
ings were opened with prayer by
the Rev. J. R. Plummer. At roll
call the responses were rather few
and far between on account of the
absence of the Nashville delegation
and delegates on that branch of our
railroad. These were prevented ar-

riving by a mistake in railroad ar-

rangement. The President, Dr. R.
M. Dickenson then ic a brief but well
expressed address congratulated the
Association on the occurrence of
another annual meeting and pro-
posed that business should at once
be proceeded with.

The following journals were found
to be reprsented on the first roll call.

Brownsville States, Dr. G. A.
Mathes ; Brownsville Bee, W. I.
Westbrook ; Clarksville Tobacco
Leaf, T. M. Riley ; Dyersburg Ga-

zette, Hon. T. W. Neal ; Humboldt
Herald, W. Wiliams, V. I.; Leba-
non Herald, R. L.C. White, Sec'y.;
Milan Exchange, W. A. Wade,
Treas.; Morristown Gazette, J. E.
Helms, V. P.; Nashville American,
H. M. Doak, V. P.; Nashville Ban-
ner, E. Crutcher ; Nashville Legal
Reporter, J. Brown, Paris Intelli-
gencer, Dr. R. M. Dickenson, Pres-
ident.

The only further transaction was
the admission of the following
journals to membership.

The Clarksvile Chronicle, repre-
sented by Dr. D. F. Wright ; the
Dover Record, represented by Mr.
J. P. Flood ; the Houston Review,
(late the Clarksville Review,) repre-
sented by Mr. W. J. Broaddus ; the
I'aris Gazette, represented by Mr. C.
W. Crockett; the Humbolt Grange
Journal, represented by Mr. R. W.
Leigh.

A communication was then read
by the President from the Kentucky
Press Association, appointing four
delegates from that body viz.
Messrs. E. Polk Johnson, Louisville
Evening News ; L. G. Faxon, Padu--
cah News; Sam. Gaines, Hopkins-vill- e

New Era, and Emmet Logan
of the Courier-Journa- l, to attend the
meetings of the Tennessee Press As-

sociation and recriprocate expres-
sions of fraternal esteem and sym-
pathy.

On motion this message was placed
on the minutes of the Association
and the four delegates together
with many visitors from the Louis-
ville press, invited to a seat on the
floor of the hall.

In the absence of many members
no further business was transacted
and the Association adjourned till
;i o'clock p. M.

The Association met according to
adjournment at .1 o'clock r. m. The
reports of committees were in order.
Messrs. Doak, White ami Wade
were a committee to report an an-

swer to a communication from the
Kentucky Press Association. The
report was not forth-commin- g, and
there was some good-humor- ed spar-
ring to decide which was responsi-
ble for the failure ; the question was
then disposed of by excusing both
and requiring Mr. Doak to report

morning.
Some desulting discussion then

followed on the questions of print-
ing dead matter and patent out
sides Messrs. Helms, Neal and
Flood being the principle speakers.
No motion was made.

It had been agreed to defer all im-
portant business till the Nashville
delegates might arrive.

Association adjourned till 8 r. m.
on Friday 22d.

THURSDAY NIGHT, V. M.

This was the public meeting of
the Association calculated to interest
the general public in the cause
whom the technicalities of the day
light exercises could hardly interest.

The Rev. J. R. Plummer opened
with a brief welcome to the Asso-
ciation, embracing a tender of the
Academy buildings as a local
habitation for the press gang during
its sojourn in Clarksville. The
reverend gentleman was jieeuliarly
happy in acknowledging his obli
gations to the press in early life.

The Hon. G. A. Henry now took
the stand and on the part of the
Mayor and Aldermen opened the
arms of the whole community as it
were in glad and hearty welcome to
the visitors who had honored the
city by selecting it as the scene of
their deliberations. I le gave a suc-
cinct history of the rise ami progress
of the "art preservative," and dwelt
earnestly upon the sacred mission
which it filled in the present day.
He demonstrated that a press of
high moral charac ter was certain to
elevate and purify the community
in which it abode, and, on the other
hand, should the press become weak
and corrupt and time serving, gen

We regret much that the latter
part of the Major's address was not
heard by us, as necessary committee
duty took us away from the hall at
that time.

Mr. It. M. Dickenson, of the Paris
Intelligencer, President of the Asso-
ciation, acknowledged the compli-
ment on the part of the Society, in-

cluding in his address a most grati-
fying tribute to the ability and high
principles of the public men of
Clarksville.

Next in order follows the elegant
poem, which we publish entire, read
with an indiscribable grace and
beauty by Mrs. Houston Bring-
hurst. The poem speaks for itself,
but those who heard it not can form
no conception of the charms added
to it by the personal attractions,
exquisite voice and modest sim
plicity of the reader. A crown of
the choicest laurel is due from the
Tennessee Press Association to the
fair brow of its lovely laureate :

TO THE TENNESSEE PRESS ASSOCIATION.

Among these hills, beside this stream,
In Nature's beauty warm ;

A stranger In your city gates
May feel their potent charm.

But, stranger, did I say, to rights
Each patriot may claim

Within the boundaries of a State
Made grand by Jackson's name ?

His feet have pressed the soil I touch,
Twos here he lived and died

His eyes have sought your hills and vales,
The Cumberland's swift tide.

Yes, there are ties as strong and deep
As human ties may be,

That bind the patriotic heart
To thoughts of Tennessee.

Twas from your midst that Crocket came,
In manhood's youthful glow,

And gave his blood, like incense warm,
Within the Alamo.

And Tennessee sent other sons,
In iime of peace and war,

Whose names have added lustre bright
To grace the Single Star.

Among your vales, upon your hills,
And where your rivers shine,

There was a sacrifice of blood
Poured out like holy wine.

Upon those battle-field- s grass-grow- n

The lowers of Peace have bloomed ;

The dead we gave our country's cause
Long years have lain entombed.

But in our souls while Memory lives,
Her sacred watch to keep,

All Southern hearts will love the soil
'Neath which their kindred sleep.

Near Chattanooga where the strife
Was waged both hard and long,

And Lookout like a spectre grim
Hung o'er the struggling throng ;

By Miirfieaslxro's sloping hills,
Near Chickamauga's plain.

There is a voice upon the breeze
That must not plead in vain.

The burden of this wordless prayer,
Upon each zephyr told,

Is that these ties of Southern blood
Our hearts together hold.

And here among your living sons
A stronger power you wield

A mightier than thu fabled sword,
A surer than the shield.

From Lebanon of classic lore
This power is all untold,

Where trees are tall and shades us deep
As Lebanon of old.

From Nashville with hor stately halls,
Her buildings ivy-grow- n,

You mark the strength of thought and pen
. Willi precedent unknown.

From Humboldt, Paris, Gallatin,
To where the Brownsville Bee

Has gathered sweets from every flower
In thoughts all fair to see ;

From Cadiz, Athens, Shelby ville ;

vi'im Springfield and Milan ;

From F.lkton, Franklin, Hopkinsville,
All brothers of a clan.

They help to keep a nation's strength,
Like patriots true and wise,

And in their pens, like soldiers' arms,
A country's safety lies.

Just as the coral insects build
tJrat reefs beneaih the sea.

So does each writer help to form
His country's destiny.

My song is done and we must part;
Our paths lie wide and far

From Georgia and Kentucky's shore
Unto the Texas Star.

United may we meet a 4. sin,
Fair State of Tennessee,

For there are ties too dear to no me
That bind my heart to thee.

Gen. W. R. Hambv then deliv
ered the prescribed annual oration.
He took for his loading subject the
degeneracy of political men and the
absence of true statesmanship in
the present day, and enjoined it as a
duty incumbent on the press to ex-

ert its confessedly powerful influ-
ence to check the evil. We under-
stand that this oration will appear
in the columns of our contemporary,
the Tobacco Leaf, next week, and
will only say at present that it was
received with loud and deserved ap-dlau-

And this closes our incomplete
record of the doings of the Press
Association in Clarksville.

"The best is yet to come."

Young and old, male and female,
gay and grave are on the qui rive
with bright anticipations of the
splendors and enjoyments of the
banquet and other festivities to
come oil" at the old Southern Hotel
after this is printed.

Till next week must be deferred
our notice of these festivities, and
then, also, will be acknowledged the
generous and indefatigable exer-
tions which have been made by
many estimable citizens to give
eclat and efficiency to the whole
proceedings. Our time is up.

OOHHKES AND MoilTON. The
next great political fight will be wa-
ged in Indiana. It is now an open
secret that Voorhees, the tall syca-
more of the Wabash, will contest
theseat of Morton. Both are power-
ful men, and have left their impress
upon the times. Aroorhees is per-ha- ps

the most eloquent man in the
United States, and he combines
alike a dashing audacity and manly
conservatism. He has" few equals
on the stump, and proposes to can-
vass the State. It will be a war of
giant-- ; like that between Lincoln
and Douglas, and will attract the
concentrated gaze of the nation.
Mr. Morton is able, wily, and polit-
ically unscrupulous, and will be
beaten only after a hard and bitter
resistance. He will contest every
inch of ground. We think the
times portend the success of Voor-
hees. The democratic party lost a
President by fraud, and the mem-
ory of so great a wrong will nerve it
to'doeds of heroism. It will enter
the content clothed in the thickly
panoplied mail of a righteous cause,
and will bear down impetuously
upon its cowering foe. Those who
think the old party dead are dream-
ing. New issues cannot absorb the
living fact, most potential in its
power, that Tilden was swindled
out of the Presidency. Jackson
Whig and Tribune.

The Russian Minister, Mr. Shis-ki- n,

in answer to an inquiry from
Senator "Gordon upon the subject of
receiving foreign Surgeons into its
service, states that the Russian Gov-

ernment admits into its service only
such Surgeons as are graduates of
Russian Universities, or have con-

cluded their studies in the Govern-
ment Institutions for the education
of Surgeons.

April 1 1, 1X77. A.
J.

D. F. WRIGHT, M.D., Editor.
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TEKKS ( IX ADVANCE.

BUREAUCRACY.

On our outside page we give a pa-

per of great importance compiled by
the editors of the New York Herald.
It is simply a list of federal office
holders who fill places on the State
and county committees of the lie--

publican party in certain Stats.
We approach the subject with
much diffidence in our ability ade
quately to impress the subject on the
attention of our readers; for the
state of things partially exposed by
this publication grew up so imper
ceptibly, and our people have be-

come so accostomed to it, that they
have learned to look upon it as a
matter of course, and to find it al-

most inconceivable that things
should be otherwise ; and yet it has
succeeded In completely reversing
the constitutional action of our gov
ernment, so that while in theory the
executive has simply the province
of carrying out the will of congress,
it dictates through its employers
who shall sit in congress ; and while
the constitution has reserved to the
States all legislative powers except
those explicitly conferred on con
gress, this everywhere intrusive ex
ecutive sends its satellites into State
and county and district conventions,
and federal office-holde- rs dictate the
platforms and nominations of our
primary meetings, so that the dis-

trict, the county and the State be-

come nothing, the existing admin
istration at Washington everything,
When De Tocqueville, the great
French political writer, was here
more than forty years ago, the point
of contrast which struck him be
tween our institutions and those of
Prance was that, whereas political
power in France emanated from the
central government and radiated
through the Departments, Com
munes and Municipalities till it acted
upon the people, in this country it
commenced with the people who
acted upon the primary meetings in
townships, civil districts, and coun
ties, and those in their turn upon
the State Legislature and the State
elections, and finally the State or
ganizations upon the Federal gov
ernment. In other words, political
Influence is centrifugal in France,
centripetal in America was centri-
petal in America perhaps we had
better say, as if De Tocqueville had
witnessed the wonderful machinery
by which Mr. Chandler acted upon
and organized the office-holde- rs as
an electoral agency in our last presi-
dential election, he would have
been struck with no such contrast
as that which gave origin to his
great work on Democracy in Ameri-
ca. He would have seen a bureau-
cratic machinery not very far from
successful in setting aside the stern
popular condemnation of the Radi-ic- al

rule of the last eight years, and
so rendering unnecessary the device
of the returning boards and the
electoral commission for setting
aside the election itself.

The French system is easily de-

scribed. The whole country is di-

vided into departments and the de-

partments into communes, corres-
ponding to ourStates and counties,
and these are administered by exe-
cutive officers, called prefects, ap-

pointed by the central government.
The mayors of cities are also

by the executive of the cen-

tral government, ami these officers
have much greater iover than our
elected governors, sherriffsand may-
ors. They direct the minutest af-

fairs of life a man cannot hire
post horses without the authority of
the prefect or mayor ; public meet-
ings of any sort cannot lx? held ex-

cept by his order. lie designates
which of the candidates at an elec-

tion is the favorite of the govern-
ment, and such power has he in all
the transactions of life that there is
scarcely a man in his commune
whom he is not able to benefit or
injure in some way or other accord-
ing as he votes for the government
candidate or his adversary. This is
called bureaucracie from the bureaux
or business offices of the public func-
tionaries who administer it ; all its
principle is centralization, and it
may be said that under all the dif-
ferent dynasties which have pre-
vailed in France during the last
century it has been substantially the
same. Ligitimist, Orleanist, Impe-periali- st

Republican government's,
have not attempted to change it;
the extreme Republicans under
Oambetta are at last clamoring for
decentralization.

In theory, how different from all
this Is the political procedure in the
United States? Here the people
elect their own mayors and alder-
men, their sheriffs, governors, Ac,
and their State Liegislature. All
questions of State or federal inter-
ests are discussed in district meet-
ings, county conventions, State con-

ventions, and the political fonts act
from the circumference to the cen-

tre; they are centripetal, while in
the French system they are centri-

fugal, or act from the centre towards
the circumference. In theory, we
say, the two systems show a strik-
ing contrast, so striking that when
Do Tocqueville was in this country
he considered it the leading charac-
teristic of the nations, and it be-

came the central idea of the work
which he wrote.

Rut practice, under the manipu-
lation of our present executive, is

the contrast so striking as it apiear-c- d

to lie Tocqueville forty years ago ?

Had that acute political olwserver

witnessed the machinery by which

the party now in power has jeriot-uate- d

its tenure of the government
against the growing opposition of

the people, he would have seen a

centralization which would have

satisfied Louis XIV, or Napoleon or

MacMahon. The machinery which
to elections since

has been applied
the war, so far as the Republican

party has contrived it, has been as;
strictly bureaucraticasthatbywhich
MacMahon is now endeavoring to

strangle in Its infancy the Republi-

can constitution of France. The

only difference fa, that instead of

acting through prefects and moires,

the electoral departments in the
United States have been the Post

J. J. CRUSMA1T
IS NOW RECEIVING

will of the majority and substituting
his own will by the recognized pro-
cess of a coup d'etat. In a case,
therefore, where the conflict has not
attained that height ofpassion which
leads to the adoption of extreme
measures, and where consequently
the government is not prepared to
resort to a coup d'etat, it must, to
support a Ministr not in sympathy
with the majority, avert the possi-
bility of a vote. This was done in
France under the terms of the latest
constitution, which authorizes the
President to suspend the sessions of
the Chamber ot Deputies for one
month.

Conflict was thus everted by the
decree of May 16. ana President
escaped thereby the mortification of
seeing his Ministry voted down im-
mediately, as well as the painful re-
sponsibility of deciding whether he
should quietly accept what he would
certainly regard as a humiliation, or
should resort to extra constitutional
measures to force, in fact to sup-
port his ministry against the known
will of the country as declared in the
Chamber. No one has yet doubted
the Marshal's fidelity to his oath of
office, though there is a wide range
for different opinions as to his polit-
ical sagacity ; but assuming that it
is his intention to act on the law and
within the law, the clause of the
constitution referred to afforded him
a happy immediate escape from a
painful position, lea by amistaKen
conception of duty to the country
he found himself suddenly in collis
ion with that law which was lor
him the official declaration of the
will of the country. On the one
hand was the humiliation of retreat :
on the other was passible ultimate
success and treason ! To retire was
to cover himself with ridicule ; to
go on involved the violation at his
oath that is, dishonor. He was
caught in a parliamentary Sedan
from which he could only escape by
forcing his way across that moral
frontier the Unfit to his powers de-
fined in the constitution. In this
difficulty the "port and happy ha-
ven" of"refuge was the right to pro
rogue the Assembly for a month, and
in that month what might not hap
pen ? They who inspired his policy
convinced him, no doubt that the
milennium would come within those
thirty days; that the republicans
woufd be awed bv his firmness : that
they would relinquish the error of
their ways ; that the country would
rush tosustain another society-save- r,

and more of that sort. They did
not fair to assure him that they
could in the meantime so fill all the
administrative departments that
they might defy the future, however
events should turn.

At the end of the thirty days,
however, the President is forced up-
on one more constitutional nostrum.
He is in the same dilemma with
which he began. His Ministry M ill
fall if it faces-.vot- unless he de-
clares his iiKJifrcrence to votes and
all other facts of that nature. He is
not prepared for either contingency,
and consequently reports to dissolu-
tion in the same spirit in which he
decreed the suspension. It is a ful-
ler application of the same remedy,
but he cannot apply it alone. lie
must have the consent of the Senate.
He has requested the concurrence of
the Senate on this point, as he is re-

quired to by the constitution, and
the Senate has referred the subject
co the appropriate committees, it
has been doubted whether it will
sustain the ministerial policy. Bod
ies like the French Senate are al
ways, in the political sense, cow-
ardly. They are constituted to mod
erate and soften extreme counsels,
and they perform this function by
the simple process of contrasting the
evils of two given courses and choos-
ing the course that to a narrow-minde- d

view seems to threaten the
leat disturbance. Senators, there-
fore, will not regard the proposed
action as one that is essentially rev-
olutionary, though covered by the
letter of the constitution. They will
not contemplate from the standpoint
of duty that aspect of the case. They
will rather weigh the possible con-
sequences of their refusal to

with the Ministry. What will
the Marshal do if he does not, by
their assistance, secure a peaceable
dissolution of a Chamber in the pres-
ence of which he declares he cannot
govern the country with any hope
of safety for conservative interests ?
I le has declared that he will resign.
In that resignation they would see
every conceivable calamity. They
cannot tell what may follow ; but
consulting their fears they will dwell
upon the worst form events may
take, and will even apprehend that
in a new revolution the very Senate
itself might be swept away. This
is the shape their speculations will
take if they even believe that the
Marshal will simply resign. But
suppose he should not resign sup-
pose a new military despotism shall
follow with what favor will the
head of a State regard a body that
placed itself in his way ?

These are the considerations that
will affect a body in which enthusi
asm does not exist, and in which
age and experience have rather cul-
tivated time-servin- g shrewdness
than broad political wisdom. But
if by the consent of the Senate this
difficult Chamber ceases to bean ob-

stacle to the Ministerial policy,
what then ? Then there must be a
new election within three months.
All will turn on the result of that
election. No party was ever more
confident of its real strength in the
country than the republicans now
are in France ; nor was there ever a
party with better reason for such
confidence. In proportion as the
republicans have had the opportu-
nity to exhibit a wise moderation in
the' application of theories in which
the people have faith the country
has rallied to their support, and op-
posing parties have contributed to
the growth ot this strength by their
folly and bad temper. Tried" fairly
by election, the country is republi-
can. But this, it is "to be appre-
hended, is not a case of trial between
opposing principles. It is a case of
the Republic on one side against of-

ficial intrigue, manoeuvre, intimi-
dation and the counting-i- n process
on the other side. All the sweeping
changes in the offices all over the
country means a resolute prepara-
tion to carry the elections. Despite
this, however, the Republic may,
and we believe will, carry the coun-
try. We believe that this election
will demonstrate that there is no
nartv but the republican party in
France. If such a result fol lows the
coup d'etat must come at last if the
Marshal logically adheres to his ad-

visers; but 'we believe that the de-
liberate judgment of the country so
rendered will open his eyes, and
that he will choose safer counsellors.

New York Herald.

God might make a worse man
than O. P. Morton, but he never did.

The Cctpital.
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